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The lecture is free and open to the public. 
A reception with complimentary food and 
a cash bar will follow.

There has been a phenomenal loss of large predators in the ocean; within 
the last 50 years the abundance of large fi sh predators has been reduced by 
approximately 90 percent. Once thought to be the most abundant large 
vertebrate in the world, the oceanic white tip shark was 300 times more 
abundant off the coast of the southern United States only 50 years ago than it is 
today. Dr. Ransom A. Myers will discuss the ecological consequences 
of this loss of predators and how over-fi shing has drastically 
changed the world’s oceans.

Recently named by Fortune magazine as one of the world’s top 10 people 
to watch, Dr. Myers is an oceanographer with degrees in mathematics, physics, 
and biology. His current work analyzes data from fi sh populations, examining 
each population as a realization of a natural experiment, which has led to the 
discovery of patterns in nature that have not been seen before. This exciting 
work offers the possibility of solutions to both theoretical and applied 
problems in population biology and resource management. Dr. Myers has 
carried out fundamental work on the causes of the collapse of fi sh stocks—in 
particular, the cod stocks in eastern Canada. He has served on the board of 
directors of the International Oceans Institute of Canada, Ocean Institute of 
Canada, and the Resource Modeling Association and has been supported by a 
wide variety of government, industry, conservation, and private foundations.
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Mathematical Biosciences Institute
Sponsored by the National Science Foundation, the Mathematical Biosciences 
Institute at The Ohio State University is the only national institute devoted entirely to 
the interaction of the mathematical sciences with the life sciences. The MBI offers a 

community of mathematical and biological scholars the opportunity 
to collaborate in developing new mathematical theories, statistical 
methods, and computational algorithms for the analysis of the vastly 
growing amount of biological data. This academic year, the MBI 
focuses on ecology and evolution, two areas of biology that have 
historically benefi ted most from mathematical methods.
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