
Lecture 1: An introduction to 
evolutionary biology and the biology 

of interactions



Å Today: the biology of interactions and an introduction to evolution

Å Tomorrow: An introduction to modeling evolutionary processes 

ÅWednesday: Evolutionary game theory

Å Thursday: Evolutionary game theory

Å Friday: Cooperation and conflict

Subject to change!



The biology of interacting organisms

ñéNo multicellular eukaryotic organism is 
capable of surviving and reproducing using 
only its nuclear genes and the gene 
products it makeséò

John Thompson, Science 312:372-373



Interactions between species

Predation Parasitism



Competition Mutualism



Interactions within species

Competition Cooperation


